
Grace and peace to you. Amen. 

When I was in college, I had a professor who 

had a lot of quirks. I opted to take a course 

from him during the month of January about 

prophets. It was a fascinating month spent 

talking about crazy stories from the Bible and 

trying to figure out what prophecy looks like 

in our world today. This professor wore pins 

in themes and we got extra credit when we 

could figure out the theme. I also got extra 

credit once when I wore red shoes to class.  

But one conversation really stuck out. We 

talked about how we would know what a 

prophet does using the example of Elijah as 

the ultimate prophet. And it was amazing to 

reread the gospel stories in connection with 

Elijah. People drew connections between 

Jesus and Elijah because the two act alike.  



Who knew that Elijah was the first one to 

provide people food in large amounts. Elijah 

started with something small, but God 

provided abundance.  

Jesus and his disciples started with little, but 

Jesus is the one providing the abundance. 

And that is a really important message to 

hear. That God provides, and that Jesus 

provides, which reaffirms that Jesus is God.  

But let’s talk a little more about prophecy.  

Prophecy is not really about the prophets. We 

have a whole slew of them in the OT that we 

could talk about from Moses to Samuel to 

Isaiah to Malachi. Some are familiar to us, 

others have obscure names and obscure 

messages.  



But all are connected because they are 

messengers that God sends to God’s people.  

Prophecy is all about the message from God, 

not the messenger. The messenger was 

important. In some cases, the prophet was a 

celebrity of his time, but they were famous 

not because of what they do (although 

sometimes that could make them infamous) 

but because they were chosen by God. And 

being chosen by God is truly remarkable. 

Then and now.  

So if prophecy is about the message, what is 

the message we hear in our stories today?  

Elijah is able to feed many with God’s 

assistance. Jesus is able to feed many after 

giving thanks. So we know that we can learn 

that  



1. God provides an abundance, more 

than enough for all 

2. God still at work feeding people, 1000 

years apart 

3. Miracles/signs that God is at work 

happen using the most ordinary, 

common, mundane: food 

4. Importance of thanking and praising 

God for the blessings provided 

These are important. But that is not all we 

can learn from the stories of these two.  

There is a bigger challenge when you read the 

story of Jesus feeding the 5000. The challenge 

is that this is a story of God providing 

abundance and also testing the disciples. 

They are being tested to see what they will 

do and say. This test could be as simple as 

them having to remember the story of how 



God provides food for people, remembering 

stories like the one about Elijah. Or this test 

could be to see if they are going to be more 

active in feeding others, if they are willing to 

sacrifice and share.  

Because sometimes the miracle of God 

feeding others needs to start with a 

willingness to start giving and to trust that 

God will convert what little we have into 

miraculous abundance. It’s like we are the 

ones who are on the top of a hill and push the 

stone to get rolling. We get it started and God 

gives momentum and direction.  

I want to share one story of how quickly 

giving can become abundance.  

Last week I was at the ELCA national youth 

gathering. Each gathering, the organizers 



select at least one organization to benefit 

from charitable acts and donations.  

This year, one of the charities was helping to 

build wells so all could have water to drink. 

The challenge went out to teenagers across 

the country to test them and see if they could 

raise enough money to build 1000 wells. That 

translates to a goal of $250,000.  

Teenagers took this to heart and fundraised. 

One day, I heard that they met their goal. 

That night, they announced that they had 

surpassed the goal by $100,000. I don’t know 

about you, but I think that is an abundance 

that shows just how much God can do when 

people are willing to start.  

This would have been hard for one person to 

accomplish, but like Jesus talking to his 



disciples about feeding many, no one person 

was alone. They had companions and God 

there to help.  

But I think the most amazing part of this is to 

see how we have an abundance when we 

share our resources. God has given us more 

than enough. Yes, some have more than 

others, but together we all have more than 

enough. We just need to be willing to start 

the giving to see how quickly it can multiply.  

Are you willing to be the one who starts off 

the chain reaction? To start a miracle of 

abundance? Are you willing to trust that God 

will take what you have in your hands and will 

provide more than enough? 



It’s scary to start, but it is exciting to see what 

can be accomplished when we share what we 

have and see how God provides for everyone.  

I challenge you to see how you could start the 

ball rolling and to trust that God will keep it 

rolling.  


