
July 8 sermon – strength in weakness 

Kids: talk about how we prefer to be strong 

rather than weakness. Sports, crying, giving 

rather than receiving, etc. But God helps us 

when we let him, and that’s usually when we 

are weak.  

Or else talk about how Jesus grew up in a 

town that didn’t know what to do with him. 

He became a celebrity but people knew him 

as a little kid and weren’t sure how to treat 

him since they watched him grow up.  

 

May the words of my mouth and the 

meditations of our souls be pleasing to you, 

our Rock and Redeemer. Amen 

This past year in confirmation, on our sermon 

note forms, we included a space for students 



to ask a question. Any question. One of the 

sermon notes included the question, “Why is 

the gospel so risky?” 

I tried to come up with a good answer. What I 

thought of was how the gospel challenges the 

world as we know it.  

The gospel, which literally means good news, 

was not always good for everyone.  

The Christian faith is one that messes up our 

expectations of how to live in the world. The 

messages that has God has for us tend to go 

against the grain, tend to make us cringe and 

question our actions when we listen carefully 

to what God is telling us.  

The gospel was preached to a world where 

people are sinful, prideful, greedy, in broken 

relationships. The gospel was spoken 2000 



years ago to people who were both struggling 

to survive or living in abundance. The gospel 

was given to people who wanted to know 

what God expected.  

The good news was really good for people 

who struggled and continue to struggle. For 

everyone else, it was a challenge.  

Jesus encouraged people to feed the hungry, 

clothe the poor, protect widows and orphans 

(people who didn’t have their own 

defenders), share their wealth and 

abundance, and to care for the sick, lonely, 

grieving, prisoners, lepers and other outcasts.  

Not quite a pleasant message for those who 

were rich and powerful, which means that 

this message can be risky to talk about.  



Because God is telling us that the world 

prefers to live one way while God intends for 

us to live a different way.  

In God’s gospel, the world gets turned 

upside-down.  

So when we read Paul’s message to Corinth, 

we are reading his way of saying that the 

world as we know it is not quite what God 

intends.  

I like to think of Corinth as the ancient version 

of American culture: lots of power struggles 

with the people in charge having 

questionable morals, the rich and powerful 

getting ever stronger while the poor and 

enslaved suffer more, people bickering 

amongst themselves how to live in 

community and trying to get along.  



A world that is easy to draw parallels with, 

which means the message Paul writes to 

them way back then is easy to apply to our 

lives now.  

When we read the lesson today, we are both 

challenged and comforted, depending on 

your situation.  

Paul is connecting two opposites together but 

flipping the expectation upside-down. He tells 

us that it is better to be weak than strong or 

powerful.  

When we think of perfection, we tend to 

think of strength and power. Perfection is 

something that no longer needs any help, no 

longer needs to change. But Paul is saying 

that perfection happens in the midst of the 



broken chaos and weakness and struggles 

and pain in life. 

This is not what we are raised to believe as 

Americans, but as God-fearing Christians, we 

understand this.  

In our culture, life is perfect when nothing is 

wrong, when all is good, when we take care 

of ourselves and don’t need any help from 

anyone or anything.  

But Paul is telling us something different.  

Depending on the day, we are either 

challenged by this message informing us that 

when we think we are strong, in reality we 

have nothing. Or else we are comforted by 

the good news that when we know we are 

weak, we have everything because we have 

God. 



Paul is saying that as God’s people, we know 

that God perfects the imperfect. When we 

don’t need any help, we don’t need God. But 

when our lives are in shambles, that is exactly 

where God is at work. When we are strong, 

we are unable or unwilling to let God into our 

lives. But when we are weak and broken 

down, we are most aware of our need for 

God.  

Our faith informs us that God helps us, heals 

us, strengthens us when we cannot do 

anything ourselves. When we need God. 

When we open ourselves to God’s work in 

our lives and hearts.  

So even though we are weak, we are strong 

because God is with us in our weakness.  



This is not what we learn when we are taught 

to be independent or self-sufficient. But it is 

what we learn quickly in the hard times.  

We can think of examples in our own lives 

and communities where the weakest people 

seems to find amazing strength and healing. 

God is not with the people helping 

themselves, but with the people who need 

help. Think of the Kulsrud family being 

overwhelmed with the goodness and 

generosity of people as the family struggles. 

In my own family, I watched a sister suffer a 

broken neck and yet find a strength that was 

surprising.  

It might be counter-intuitive to boast about 

weakness, but it makes sense when we talk 

about how God is our strength in the times of 

weakness.  



When we are weak, God is our strength.  

That is a powerful statement of faith.  

It means letting go of our idea that we must 

always be strong, always be powerful, always 

be perfect.  

Because when we embrace our weakness 

with all the brokenness and pain and 

limitation, that is when God enters into our 

lives. When we realize we are not perfect, 

that is when God enters our hearts to change 

us for the better.  When we know we cannot 

save ourselves, that is when God enters and 

flips the world upside-down.  

Thanks be to the God who is our strength 

especially when we are weak. Amen.  


