
Grace and peace to you on this blustery 

morning.  

Children’s message: talk about how we think 

about the Spirit. Wind, flame, dove, 

intercessor. Both gift and giver. Gift from God 

so that we know God is always with us, but 

also gives us various gifts like patience and 

kindness.  

 

Please pray with me…May the words of our 

mouths and the meditations of our souls be 

pleasing unto you, O Lord our Rock and 

Redeemer. Amen 

Today is going to be a lot of questions and 

answers. As we celebrate Pentecost, I want 

all of you to think about why the Spirit was so 

important for the church back then and 



continues to be important for all of our lives 

today.  

We all know that Lutherans/Presbyterians as 

a whole are shy when talking about the Spirit 

that lives and breathes through all of us and 

through all of creation. We shy away from 

being part of the Pentecostal movement that 

gets a bit too obsessive in our minds. 

But the Holy Spirit is part of our reality as 

well. 

We can easily accept the history of the Spirit. 

Jesus had promised his disciples that he 

would send the Spirit to them. And in the 

book of Acts, we learn that the Spirit arrives 

with style: flames above heads, people 

speaking in tongues. The Spirit arrives and 

unites all those followers at the beginning. I 



always like to think of this arrival of the Spirit 

as being a crash course in languages since 

they each didn’t speak gibberish they could 

only understand, but instead they spoke and 

were understood. It’s as though language 

could be surpassed with help from the Spirit. 

As though there was a translator stuck in 

their ears. Or perhaps they were able to open 

their minds and hearts in new ways to look 

and hear and understand.  

But over the course of the centuries, some of 

us have become reluctant to see how the 

Spirit is still active in our lives today.  

One week ago today, I was in Poughkeepsie, 

NY listening to Noble Peace Prize laureate 

Leymah Gbowee speak to the graduating 

class from Vassar College. I loved her 

message to the graduates that they should 



accept whatever calling they were being 

given and to blossom within that call. They 

may not become famous for the entire world, 

but they can make a difference in lives of 

individuals. A powerful message from a 

woman who was integral to bringing peace to 

Liberia. And she  was open about how it was 

her faith in God and the gift of the Spirit that 

led her to act as she did.  

This is just one example of someone who is 

aware that God is active in the world today.  

The Spirit continues to guide and encourage 

people to do great things.  

We might not have the flames above our 

heads or the ability to be understood by all 

around us, but we still have the Spirit.  



I love Paul’s writing in Romans and how he 

talks about the presence of the Spirit in our 

lives. The Spirit isn’t showing off for Paul, but 

instead in the background working and doing 

remarkable acts. The Spirit is doing the simple 

act of helping our prayers reach God.  

But this is not a simple act. It seems like it 

would be. The Spirit helps to transmit our 

prayers to God, perhaps like a cell phone 

transmits our phone calls. We don’t 

understand the science behind the 

transmission, but we trust that our message 

is being sent and being heard. I think of the 

Spirit as intercessor like this. The Spirit is able 

to assist us in ways that we cannot really 

comprehend but may in fact take for granted.  

But today I encourage all of us to be well 

aware of how the Spirit is working today.  



Because the simple task that the Spirit has 

becomes much more complicated than taking 

our spoken prayers. The Spirit even prays for 

us when we cannot. The Spirit lifts our 

unspoken, our unknown prayers to God even 

when we are not praying. And that is a truly 

remarkable gift to have been given by God.  

Let’s think about this for a moment.  

The Spirit prays for us when we cannot.  

Have you ever been so overwhelmed, so 

depressed, so grieved, so busy that you 

cannot even sort out your own thoughts in 

order to pray?  

I often take those times for granted because 

there are times when I cannot find the words 

to pray for whatever reason.  



A few weeks ago this happened to me, and I 

was so grateful to have been surrounded by 

other believers who prayed. And their prayers 

were almost identical to the one I would have 

prayed if I could have.  

So I think that the Spirit helps us to pray 

through others. Because the Spirit is at work 

in each of us, each and every one of us, the 

Spirit is able to pray for us because others 

pray for us.  

But what about those times when you are not 

with others?  

The Spirit continues to pray for you. The 

community of believers continues to pray for 

you because the entire Church is connected 

by the Spirit.  



God gave us the Spirit to connect us together, 

to unite us in our mission and our identity as 

called, claimed and beloved children of God.  

The Spirit connected the first Christians with 

a fiery display, but today the Spirit connects 

Christians in much more subtle means, but no 

less important. 

So thanks be to the God the Spirit who 

continues to live and breathe and work and 

pray in and through us. Amen 


