
Philip – John 12:12-33 

Some Greeks Wish to See 

Jesus 

 Now among those who went up 
to worship at the festival were 

some Greeks.  

[the festival was the Passover, 
which started as a way to 

remember the 40 years the 
Israelites spent wandering in the 
wilderness with Moses after being 

freed from slavery in Egypt. The 
Passover lasts 40 days each year 

in the spring and is one of the 
most important Jewish holidays, 

which makes it even more 
shocking that some Greeks would 

be present at our festival. 



Perhaps as tourists, perhaps they 
chose to see what all the fuss was 

about or just passing through] 

They came to Philip, who was 
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 

said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.’  

[you know you’re important when 

someone wants to use you to get 
to the famous guy…especially 

since I’m from a small fishing 
village on the northern shore of 

the Sea of Galilee] 

Philip went and told Andrew; then 
Andrew and Philip went and told 

Jesus.  

[my brother and I had been 
following Jesus since the 



beginning of his ministry. It was 
nice to not always be alone on the 

road. I am not sure I would have 
been brave enough to leave my 

home without my brother 
Andrew. I think my parents 

worried less since we would keep 
track of each other.] 

Jesus answered them, ‘The hour 

has come for the Son of Man to 
be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, 

unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains just 

a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit.  

[this makes sense most to people 

who watch plant grows. We don’t 
like to think that seeds die, and 



yet if they only grow bigger, they 
never become plants that bear 

fruit. Their old form must die in 
the ground, they must be 

changed into something 
previously unrecognizable in 

order for the desired fruit] 

Those who love their life lose it, 
and those who hate their life in 

this world will keep it for eternal 
life.  

[this was a harsh reality, but I 

can kinda understand. I mean, I 
gave up my life and former reality 

to gain something far greater 
even though the life on this world 

may be harsh the life to come is 
much better] 



Whoever serves me must follow 
me, and where I am, there will 

my servant be also. Whoever 
serves me, the Father will 

honour. 

[we don’t always associate 
following with serving, but we 

often do. There are leaders and 
there are those traipsing along 

behind, following and serving. 
And yet Jesus’ example as leader 

was one of service…] 

Jesus Speaks about His Death 

 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And 
what should I say—“Father, save 

me from this hour”? No, it is for 
this reason that I have come to 



this hour. Father, glorify your 
name.’  

Then a voice came from heaven, 
‘I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.’  

The crowd standing there heard it 
and said that it was thunder.  

Others said, ‘An angel has spoken 

to him.’ 

Jesus answered, ‘This voice has 
come for your sake, not for 

mine. Now is the judgment of this 
world; now the ruler of this world 

will be driven out. And I, when I 
am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all people to myself.’  



He said this to indicate the kind of 
death he was to die. 
 


