
Maundy Thursday 2012 – Mark 14:12-25 

Story of Passover = before Moses led the 

people out of slavery in Egypt, he had them 

take the blood of lambs and smear it over 

the door jambs. This is how God would 

know to have the death pass over the 

house. Any firstborn son who was not in a 

building with the blood of the lamb over it 

would die, including the pharaoh’s son. But 

God spared the Israelites. So the Jews to 

this day remember that death passed over 

them by celebrating this each year. People 

gather together for a meal where they eat 

bread to remember how the people 

gathered together in those houses with 

blood of lambs. This was the last night they 

stayed in Egypt.  



So what are we doing tonight?  

Tonight we remember not only the 

Passover, but the last time that Jesus ate 

with all his disciples before he died.  

We read the story of how they gathered 

together to remember a meal that was 

eaten long ago (Passover)  

We read about how they were able to find a 

room to themselves, to not be disturbed 

We read about how they broke bread 

together, drank wine together 

But we also read about the treachery, the 

betrayal that was about to take place… 

Sadly enough, betrayal is far too common in 

our world. People turn against their friends 

and family. Many of us have either been 



betrayed or have been the one to betray. 

People are selfish, greedy, self-serving, 

inconsiderate, etc. Thinking first of 

themselves and what they get, and it is far 

too easy to leave loved ones behind.  

There is the saying that everyone has their 

price. And it turns out that we all know the 

price Judas received. Betrayal that comes 

even after sharing the meal together. 

So tonight when we gather to share the 

meal, we are remembering the grace that 

God showed the Israelites thousands of 

years ago in Egypt and we are remembering 

the meal that Jesus shared with his 

followers.  

But we are also remembering that we are a 

broken people prone to betrayal and in 



need of the love and sacrifice that Jesus 

made as the lamb whose blood forgives us 

and keeps us from death.  

God’s wrath passes over us once again 

because of the blood of the lamb. 


