
Mark 8:31-38 

Jesus was a great teacher. The man was THE MAN. He could heal people, and boy could he teach people 

about God’s word. He had a special connection. But then one day he began to teach that the Son of Man 

must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 

killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly.  

Which I didn’t get. I mean, why would the Son of Man have to suffer, and be rejected by the church 

leaders? Why would he have to die? It didn’t make sense. The Son of Man is supposed to only be 

surrounded by glory… 

So I took him aside and questioned him, letting him know that I did not agree with what he was saying. I 

was upset with his teaching. I mean, he’s the Messiah, the Son of Man, the one God was sending to save 

us, to rule us, to bring us peace. He’s come to do good, not to die. Because what good can the Son of 

Man do if he’s dead? 

But Jesus turned and looked at the other disciples before he turned back to me and said,  

"Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things."  

I was speechless.  

Then Jesus called the crowd with us, his disciples, and said to all of us, "If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save 

their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 

For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in 

return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with 

the holy angels." 

I still had no idea how to respond. I didn’t understand why we need to forfeit this life. I mean, how can 

we change the world if we are not alive? Why should we give up all that God has provided for us here? 

I’m not ashamed of God’s words, but I just don’t understand.  

………. 

Talk about what it’s like to think that you are getting it, that you are following the right path, only to 

have someone turn to you and tell you that they think your words and thoughts and actions are the 

work of the devil. How much it hurts and leaves you speechless to have a friend attempt to exorcise you 

just because you were sharing your doubts.  

It is hard to continue to be in relationship after someone tries to exorcise you. Granted it does open 

your eyes quickly, but not always in a good way. So how did Peter change? How would we change? 


