
John 3:14-15 

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 

Nic: brief history lesson about the story of Moses 

putting up a serpent high on a pole to heal all the 
snake bites, snakes that God sent as punishment 
for people misbehaving and disobeying God. But 

God showed mercy upon people. and if the Son of 
Man is also lifted up, this lifting up on a pole 
suggests that he is the symbol of healing and 
mercy. 

 

3:16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 

 

Nic: God makes great sacrifices, especially since 
God has only once called for human sacrifice. 

Burnt flesh offerings have only ever been from 
birds or livestock, never human. Only Abraham 
was commanded to sacrifice his only son, and God 

stopped the sacrifice from happening by sending 
angels to stop Abraham who then spotted the ram 



caught in the thicket. Why would God sacrifice the 
Son of Man? Sacrifices are only offered by those 

who did wrong and need forgiveness or by those 
asking for favors… 

3:17-18 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. Those who 

believe in him are not condemned; but those who 
do not believe are condemned already, because 
they have not believed in the name of the only Son 
of God.  

 

Nic: the Son was sent to be a sacrifice who saves 
and not condemns. Most prophets sent by God are 
those who announce God’s judgment and condemn 
the mistakes and crimes committed by people or 

else affirm God’s mercy in spite of how people act. 
And yet here condemnation is not about action but 
instead belief.  

3:19-20 And this is the judgment, that the light 

has come into the world, and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their deeds 
were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do 

not come to the light, so that their deeds may not 
be exposed.  

 



Nic: As a Pharisee, I do not like the implication 
that Jesus is making that we are those walking in 

darkness. All my life I have attempted to only 
understand the Word of God and to obey His 
commands, to study and grow in my knowledge 
and wisdom, to act in the best ways possible. And 

yet Jesus is telling me that I have been living in 
darkness? We have always sought to be 
enlightened by obeying the numerous commands, 

and yet here is one who is saying that the light is 
not the word, although the psalmist tells us that 
God’s word is a lamp unto our feet. Instead the 

light is this human being sent by God into the 
world… 

 

3:21 But those who do what is true come to the 
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their 
deeds have been done in God.’  

 

Nic: And he also tells us that any good deeds are 

not actually done by us but accomplished by God. 
And yet we are the ones making decisions and 
actions.  

 


