
Jeremiah is not a happy book. Most of his prophecy 

is around the judgment and condemnation of God’s 

people who have strayed far from the other 

covenants and God’s way.  

But in the midst of the judgment is a message that 

gives hope for God has not abandoned the people.  

Instead God is becoming even more permanent. 

God is committed even when they have not been: 

“I will be their God and they will be my people.” 

God is committed even though many of them are 

not… 

 “In other words, there are many Lenten themes in 

the book of Jeremiah: sin, the call to repentance, 

and the necessity of judgment in the face of 

broken promises. But as is most often the case 

with the prophets, though the sting of judgment is 

real, God does not allow this word to be final. 

Redemption, salvation, and future hope are.” 

The new covenant is written exactly where we are 

our worst. 

Sin = rotten to the core, letting us do/say/believe 

what we want, not what God wants for us 



In ancient Jewish culture, the heart is not where all 

the warm gushy feelings reside. The heart was 

where decisions were made by individuals, kinda 

like how we use our brains to guide us today. This 

heart for us today may not be the feelings that 

drive us, but God’s command is written exactly 

where our thoughts/feelings/gut instincts are. The 

covenant is written in our core and affects every 

decision.  

All will know God, not just a chosen few. The 

words are on the hearts of people, meaning that 

God has chosen to remain close to a person’s 

heart. No one is left out. 

 “ "Why will this happen?" Again, the text answers 

the question pointedly. "For I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more" 

(31:34b). "For" in English has a causative force to 

it, though it can often denote a logical or temporal 

connector. In other words, "For" potentially softens 

the Hebrew text's causative emphasis. Why will 

they know me personally from the least to the 

greatest? Why will the law be written on their 

hearts? Because I will forgive their iniquity and 

remember their sins no more. “ 



So what does this have to do with us today? We 

don’t have Jeremiah wandering around judging us.  

But we do understand how easy it is to stray from 

God’s path. If we think of all the other covenants 

God has with the people, we can see how easy it is 

for people to forget, to disobey God’s will, to let sin 

consume our beings.  

We have all been judged and found lacking. We 

cannot do anything on our own.  

The reason we know God is because God has 

chosen to make sure that we all know God. We all 

have the covenant on our heart, which means God 

is always near to us. When we are honest with 

ourselves we are able to be honest that we all 

have sinned and fallen short of what God intended 

for us.  

But God did not ever abandon us. God has chosen 

to be faithful and true and to be much closer to us 

than anyone could have expected.  

 


