
Covenant of the rainbow 

Children’s message: 

Review the significance of what a covenant is, namely a 

promise/agreement/contract that God makes with people 

 

Talk about the day at VBS at East when we spent time downstairs 

because of tornados nearby, only to go outside to see one of the 

clearest rainbows ever  

Death and destruction still exist in our world. God’s covenant did 

not say that he would remove all harm, only that he would not 

make such a dramatic move and take all life away like he did 

before. He promised to never again cover the entire world with 

water.  

This is a very personal story for people who have survived flooding 

and know the massive amounts of destruction that water can 

cause.  

But God promises to never take out the whole world at one time.  

Today is the one year anniversary of the big tsunami in Japan. And 

we in ND all remember the flooding in 2011. Among other floods.  

The waters can rise at any time and the God who establishes the 

covenant has the power to destroy us at any time, no matter how 

hard we might try to protect ourselves. God controls nature and we 

are powerless to stop the waters from rising. 



But God promises to not destroy the world in one fell swoop.  

Even though God could do so, we are given the covenant that God 

will not use the power.  

And when God promises, we can and should believe it.  

And just as a reminder to seal the deal, God gives a sign. This sign is 

very familiar to us.  

Science tells us that rainbows occur when light reflects off water, 

but the fact is that they are one of the beautiful displays that God 

provides us in nature. 

Only this sign is even more beautiful to us because it also serves as 

the reminder to us that God will not destroy the entire world with 

floods and it serves as the reminder to God of the covenant 

established with Noah thousands of years ago. A covenant that has 

been held to for thousands of years.  

Every nation and all people across the world can see rainbows.  

What is remarkable to me is that rainbows usually follow a big 

storm or rainfall. Each time serving as the reminder that God 

stopped the rains.  

Each time the rain stops and the sun comes out again, we are 

reminded of God’s love for the world and all God’s people with the 

sign of the covenant, the rainbow.  

Thanks be to God who gives us beauty and grace and mercy and 

love. Amen.  


