
April 15, 2012 – Second Sunday of Easter 

Children’s message: 

How many of us have heard of the Loch 

Ness monster? Bigfoot? Aliens? Vampires? 

These are things that many people believe 

exist but no one can prove. Mainly because 

for us, proof means seeing something with 

our own eyes. 

That’s what Thomas thought when his 

friends told him Jesus was alive and back 

from the dead. He wanted to see it for 

himself. He wanted to touch Jesus and 

prove without a doubt one way or the other 

that their stories were true.  

When Jesus showed up, he was so excited 

that he shouted “My Lord and my God” 



He saw and believed.  

But how many of us saw what the disciples 

saw? And yet we believe… why? 

Because Jesus blesses us, blesses those who 

have not seen but believe. He blesses 

people like us to have only heard the stories 

and yet believe that Jesus is alive after 

dying, that he is the Son of God.  

 

 

Grace and peace to you. May the words of 

my mouth and the meditiations of our 

hearts be pleasing to you… 

On the evening of easter Sunday, the 

disciples gathered together. They locked 

themselves into the room. They were afraid 



of the Jews, and with good reason. They 

were afraid that the Jews were going to 

come and arrest them for being followers of 

that rebel Jesus, who had just died. They 

feared for their lives. Jesus, their leader, 

was dead. Killed b the Jews who were 

jealous of what Jesus could do. And if the 

son of God could be killed, what could stop 

the Jews from killing them?  

So they cowered and hid.  

But Jesus had other plans for them. He 

shows up. He wasn’t stopped by a locked 

door. They couldn’t keep him out. 

Jesus showed up. And he greets them in 

peace. Three times in our story today, in 

fact. “Peace be with you.”  



Even today in the Middle East, people greet 

one another by wishing hem peace. We say 

hello; they give peace.  

But peace is more than absence of war or 

strife, it is more than a simple greeting. 

Peace is a wholeness, a well-being that 

encompasses their entire existence. When 

you wish someone peace, you are wishing 

for them complete health, for a restoration 

of body and soul.  

And Jesus says “Peace” to his followers who 

are hiding in fear. He is wishing for them a 

healing of spirit, blessing them and giving 

them something that they desperately 

need. 

But his presence was probably enough to 

shock them out of their fear. He was dead 



and yet standing right in front of them. 

They are looking at their rabbi Jesus whom 

death could not stop.  

Jesus is back. 

And even locked doors can’t keep him from 

his followers.  

Unfortunately for Thomas, he would have 

to wait another week to see Jesus for 

himself.  

When Jesus shows up a week later, he 

greets them in the same manner behind yet 

another closed door.  

Today, a week after Easter Sunday, we 

gather together behind doors that are 

closed. They are not locked, but are closed. 



And we hear about how Jesus greets his 

followers. “Peace be with you.” 

That second appearance of Jesus was life-

changing for the disciples. The first meeting 

messed with their ideas that death was 

final. The second meeting messes with their 

ideas about what roles God reserves for 

himself and what others share.  

Jesus gives the disciples a very special gift: 

the Holy Spirit.  

They are given the power of God in invisible 

form.  

And then they are told that they can forgive 

sins, which had been only God’s power.  

Only God could forgive sins. Only God could 



grant righteousness, aka restore right 

relationship. 

But now they are told that they can forgive 

sins, those pesky mistakes and bad 

decisions that ruin relationships. 

Truly a great power was being shared with 

them. 

Of course, this power has a lot of 

responsibility. They are able to restore 

relationships if they choose to forgive sins. 

Or if they retain sins, if they hold back 

forgiveness, they are able to destroy 

relationships. And the guidance and wisdom 

they need will have to come from the Holy 

Spirit.  

Which is what continues today.  



The Holy Spirit guides the followers across 

the world. Followers who are afraid for 

their lives and followers who boldly enter 

the world. Because nothing can stop God.  

And we know this because Jesus comes 

back from the dead and then shows up 

behind locked doors. 

God does the impossible all the time.  

Thanks be to God, who gives his followers 

the peace and power to restore 

relationships. Amen.  


