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The other day I was looking at comics. One stuck out to me: Moses was walking 

down the mountainside carrying not two but four tablets. Each time I think of 

this, I am always grateful that we really do only have the two tablets and not four. 

10 commandments are difficult enough. And I’d have no idea what the other 

tablets would contain… 

This Lent we are talking about covenants on Sunday mornings. You’ll get your 

gospel lessons on Wednesday evenings.  

What is a covenant? An agreement, a binding promise between God and the 

chosen people. God always upholds and remains true to the covenants, even 

when the people forget and go astray.  

So today we are reading about one of the most famous covenants: the ten 

commandments, aka the Decalogue.  

The Decalogue seems to be a more appropriate names since it literally means 

“ten words” since not all the commandments are really commands.  

So let’s walk through these ten, shall we?  

The first tablet deals with the relationship between us and God. Covenants were 

meant to reestablish relationship with God, and these simple guidelines are a sign 

of the new relationship.  

No other gods = God is the only one to be worshipped. There may be other gods 

out there, but there is really only one God to worship. The other gods are not 

worthy of our worship.  

No idols = we can easily start to worship the symbol or idol instead of the real 

thing. We are such a visual society that we like to worship what we can touch or 

see. But God is bigger than any idol we might worship.  

Don’t misuse God’s name = this is more than swearing or cursing with four-letter 

words. This is about respecting God’s name. Think of how your mother would use 

your full name when you were in trouble. the reason the name was so powerful 



at certain moments was because it was not overused. It was reserved to highlight 

a certain moment. This is how we ought to reserve God’s name. the Jews don’t 

ever pronounce the name of God. They have the letter YHWH, but no vowels. And 

they don’t try to figure out how it would be spoken aloud. So they instead say 

Adonai, which means My Lord, whenever they see the name of God. This shows 

how much they respect and revere the name of God.  

Remember the Sabbath = God rested on the 7th day. This is an important notion, 

this gift of a day of rest. I don’t know about you, but I have my set day off (which 

is tomorrow). And my whole week is thrown off-kilter if I don’t get my day to rest, 

read scripture and to reflect about God and the many blessings provided. This is a 

gift for us to cherish and to keep separate, which is the meaning of holy.  

The other tablet Moses presented was about how we ought to live together in 

commununity as God’s chosen and beloved children.  

Honor your parents = I never really understood exactly what this meant, 

especially as a child growing up in the same house. But as I’ve gotten older and 

moved away, I can start to think about how honor goes beyond love. Love is an 

emotion whereas honor implies a respect and care that is very active. We are 

active as we care for and listen to our parents. But I also think that the mother 

and father could mean more than the people who gave birth to us or raised us. 

Because this could involve any adult older than us who helped to educate us. Or it 

could mean to remember and respect all the ancestors who went before. We can 

learn from all those who helped to make us who we are today. 

Don’t kill, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal = I clumped these three together 

since they seem to be the simple, direct commands. They make sense. Don’t take 

another’s life since only God can and should choose who lives and who dies. Don’t 

stray from marriage vows because God has blessed the union. Don’t take what 

belongs to others, especially since God has entrusted us to care for what each of 

us are given. But these three also show just how broken and sinful we can be. As a 

community, we know of people who have broken these commandments, despite 

how much sense they make.  



Don’t bear false witness = big challenge is to always speak well of your neighbor, 

to always put their actions in the best possible light. This is a slippery slope in a 

world full of slander and gossip. Gossip by definition is not evil or harmful when it 

is simply relaying information. But when that information ruins reputations, then 

we see how easy it is to  

destroy another person simply because we were unable to speak well of our 

neighbor.  

Don’t covet = this includes a whole list of what our neighbor has that does not 

belong to us. It’s not enough to not steal, but the jealousy or envy that goes with 

the coveting is more harmful. Because when we are envious, then we are not 

content with the blessings we have been given.  

These ten make sense. Great rules to guide and shape our lives. If we love our 

God, then we ought to be able to uphold this covenant, this agreement for us to 

follow as we live out our love for God and neighbor. But it’s not easy. I don’t think 

it was easy for anyone in the past either. Because each day we are challenged 

with false gods and idols, we forget to cherish the blessings God has provided, we 

let our greed or envy consume us.  

But God is gracious and merciful. God loves us even when we are sinful and stray, 

and that is why we are given these ten. This is a simple guideline for us to return 

to God and show our love for God and neighbor.  

As the psalmist tells us, God’s law is good. And we should strive to uphold, listen, 

learn and grow in the comfort that the covenant provides. Because this covenant 

is truly a gift where we are able to live fully into our lives as God’s beloved, 

blessed children who are to show our love for others, where we are to be 

blessings to the rest of the world.  

Starting with the simple commandments that make complete sense.  

Amen 


